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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR QMR e, 42 R
Office ol Archeology and Historic Preservation
Washington, D.C. 20240

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION
APPLICATION — PART 1

(Pursuant 10 the Tax Reform Act of 1976)

Instnections: Applicant should read the instructions carefully be'ore complating application No Cerification may be made uyniess a compliaied aiphcalion form hes
boer recaved (P L Gd455) lise typewriter or print clearly in dark ink to complcle the application form If additiona’ space it neadediocomple’a Part1 ysethere,oie
sicm or @ <eparare plan shas! of papercleatly indicating the cwner s na™e and mailing address Far 1 of this applicalion may be completed and senf Ic the apnrcon-
ate Sta'e Mistoric Preservalion Oficer al any time during the year. and may be sen! separalely or wilth Panl 2.

PART1 EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

1. NAME OF PROPERTY:

739 West Pratt Street
Addreas of properly Street ==l =

City Baltimore . County - State Maryland Zip CW!LN'}__

_ — Ridgely's Delight Historic-District: National Register
Name of historic disttict in which propert Is locat o - - L
e Sl wpre CERE v e ¥ Ristoric Places, 6/6/80;Baltimore Tity HAistoric District

2. DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE: October 19, 1979.
{ses instiuctions for map and phul‘cpra?h requitemanisf—use raverse side if necessary) 2 i
739 West Pratt Street 15 a commercial structure built in the 3rd quarter of the 19th

century. The brick, three story building is nearly triangular in plan, to conform to trs
gite, and is five bays wide and eleven bays deep with a steeply pitched roof. The facac:z

the north elevation on Pratt Street, is stretcher bond. The west elevation on Fremont
3. STATCMENT OF SIGNIFICAMCE:

{use reverse side If necessary]

739 West Pratt Street is a prominent structure in the Ridgely's Delight Historic Distric:
because of its highly visible location, its distinctive profile, and its fine gquality as
an example of mid to late 19th century commercial architecture.

Date of consiruction (if known)’ __1&511:15_10___ X3 ONpeal site O Moved Date of alterations (it known): mid 20th c.
interior alt.

4. NAME AND MAILING ADDRESS OF OWNER:
Ridgely's Delight Associates, c/o William Struever, Struever Brothers and Eccles

Neme __ =
519 North Charles Street
Street ___- . —_— ——— e
Balt imore, Maryland 21202
City S—- ] ZpCode____
Teiephone Number (duting Oay) Area Code__—__iml)ﬂllz:l:’ls_z__._____._ —_— __:____"._
| harehy lllc‘-(ﬁ?')'fhe w(o_vjhon R (6)._*‘ 2 the bes! ol my knowledge. correct and thal | am owner p! the properly described above
Signalure —— e — Dal!_i%[i.d Il:hf
Form prepared by Barbara A. Hoff, Dalsemer, Catzen and Associates, Inc., 14 Light Street
Saltimore, Maryland 2lcuZ, (301) B37-3691 S

Fur vnimce use vty

The struclure described above is included wilhin the toundaries ol the Nauional Regisier hisionic disirict annmmnmnuteg [J does nol contribule to the chatacler o*
the district -

The siructure O appears O does not appear 1o meet Nalional Register Critenia for Evaluation (36 CFR 60 6) and [J will likely O will not be nominaled 1o the Nationa
Register in accord with the Depariment of the inlefior procedures (35 CFR 60) :

The struciure s located in & district which 0J appears 0 does not appear 1o mee! Nalional Regisier Criteria lor Evaluation (36 CFR B0 B) O will likely 7] will nol be no™ -
naled to the National Register in accord with Department of the Inienor procedures (36 CFRE0). and L] appears(] does nnl appear 1o contnibule 1o ",.'! character of 33 =

district . ; z! :

ic Pigsarvation Ollicer 3 - — I

Signatlure . . -
State

This propery has been evaluated according to the culernia and procadures se! forth by the Depariment of the Intenor (36 CFA 67) and 1l subjact lo denreciahon unde
saction 167 of e Internal Revenue Code ol 1954

[0 1s hereby certilied a histonc structure

O does not coninbule 10 Ine chatacler of the histone distiict and does not meril cerificalion as a histonc struclure Reasons given on the allached shee!

Signature o o N ___ Dale_
Keener ol the National Register
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Ridgely's Delight Associates
739 West Pratt Street
Page Two

IF NEEDED USE THIS SIDE TO COMPLETEIANS'WERS TO PART 1
DESCRIPTION OF PHYS1CAL APPEARANCE: cont.

Street, is common bond. The window openings on both elevations are rectangular with
wood sills and lintels. The wood cornice comprises brackets and dentils and extends along
both elevations. The entrances are on Pratt Street and Fremont Street comprise wood
framing for the doors, side lights, and a transoms and there is a large wood lintel
above the transoms. The interior of the structure was badly deteiorated because of
abandonment and exposure to the weather.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: cont.

The Ridgely's Delight Historic District is a small wedge-shaped area located southwest
of Baltimore's Central Business District. This neighborhood is all that remains of a
much larger area that developed from the late 18th century through the early 20th cen-
tury. The majo;ity of the buildings in the neighborhood were built_in the 1840's and
50's as a result of the establishment of the University of Harylané Hospital in 1812
and the growth of heavy industries including the B & 0- Railroads yards, the Winans Lo-
comotive and Car Works, and the Hayward, Bartlett and Company, manufacturers of iron
for therailroads and buildings. Smaller industries developed within the neighborhood
including a box factory, an iron foundry, a paint and oil factory, a furniture manu-
facturer, and a silver beating manufactory.

The neighborhood developed to house the workers at the adjacent factories and the pro-
fessionals at the University Medical Facilities. The architecture of the historic
district reflects this social and economic mix of people. The residential structures
range in style from the late Federal houses which were two or two and a half story
rowhouses to the more substantial Italianate structures which were three stories and
had heavy cornices and elongated window proportions. The district contains many
storefront buildings, several of which were late 19th century additions to early 19th
century houses; several mid-to- late-19th century industrial buildings; and earlier
19th century houses which are set back from the street. The historic district retains
its 19th century character because of the low scale of both the residential and com-
mercial buildings and the intimate vistas created by the many streets and alleys which
are at angles to each other, therefore closing off expansive views. The residential
and commercial buildings exist in harmony because the industrial structures repeat the
fenestration patterns and the use of brick as a building material, which are similar
to the residential structures. b

Ridgely's Delight began to decline around the 1940's, climaxing in the 1960's with a
large percentage of abandonment of the housing stock. The highway programs of the
1950's and 60's were partially responsible for this decline. The resurgence of the
neighborhood began in the 1970's by private investors, who were followed by the City's
Urban Renewal Program and Homesteading Project for the area. From the outset, the new
residents to the neighborhood were concerned - about retaining the indigenou; popula-
tion. This priority of the Urban Renewal until Program has resulted in an economical-
ly and socially mixed community.

One of the projects which helped focus attention on the redevelopment of the
neighborhood was the broad based effort to restore the Babe Ruth House, which is now
an historic house museum and a Baltimore City Landmark. The 19th century charm of
Ridgely's Delight is a striking contrast to the new Inner Harbor Developments a short
distance away.



Ridgely's Delight Associates

739 West Pratt Streef g_ggaz?_

Page Three

|F NEEDED USE THIS SIDE TO COMPLETE ANSWERS TO PART 1

The property was first associated with Abiathar Field, an oyster merchant . The
property was leased to John J. Braun, of DBrauns and Schultz, commercial merchants,
until 1882 when he purchased the property. That same year, Braun established the John
J. Braun and Son Company,fe&d and flower merchants which was in operation until 1904.
That year the property Wwas sold to McClellan Hardware Company, which stayed in
operation until 1920. The property was then purchased by the Henry S. Wampole
Company, a chemical manufacturing firm, which held title to the property until the
1930's. )

The building deteriorated along with the general decline and abandonment of the neigh-
borhood. The structure is now undergoing rehabilitation for adaptive reuse as part of
a larger low income housing project for the neighborhood. The rehabilitation plans
retain the original exterior commercial character of the building and restore the
decorative architectural details.



R -33t

f 1Al -..
mf_ e oL M,. Mﬁ%\_ :
R O 4 wn..-.._m«._u._ru.m_.,
= PR R 8

B T LT e




B-3827
739 W. Pratt Street

Block 0674 Lot CO0674
Baltimore City

Baltimore West Quad.
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